CAN YOU TRUST THE LABEL ON ANELECTRICAL PANEL?
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A label is a clue.
It is not proof.

THE LABEL

ELECTRICAL
FIELD NOTES

ELECTRICAL
FIELD NOTES

LABELS
CHANGE
LAST

Systems change first.

e Loads move

Spare breakers
get reused

Temporary wiring
stays

a Drawings and field
labels drift apart

A label may have
been right once.
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It may still feed
a real load.

& Trace heater circuits
€ Check receptacles

& Look for local panels
@ Check tracing circuits

Review recent
modifications
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Never assume unused
just because it says SPARE.
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CIRGUIT

What exactly does
this breaker disconnect?

® Motor?

@ Space heater?

® Control transformer? MOTOR
® Auxiliary panel?
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THE FIELI]
TRUTH

Documents show

ONE BREAKER
MAY NOT
RILL ALL

POWER

v Compare the panel label, schedule,
and drawings.
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If documents disagree, Field evidence
that is a finding. increases confidence.

Control power
UPS-backed supply
24 VDC

Possible backfeed

backfeed sources.
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v Follow approved LOTO and verify
absence of voltage.
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A label is a clue. It is not proof.
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FIELD CHECKLIST

Before trusting an electrical panel label

Use this checklist before isolation, troubleshooting, or maintenance work involving a breaker label, panel schedule, or circuit identification.

Documentation & identification Sources & safe isolation

[ ] Confirm the panel designation and breaker number. Look for separate AC, DC, UPS, or control supplies.
[ ] Compare with the panel schedule. Consider possible backfeed sources.

[ ] Check the single-line diagram. __J Review recent system modifications.

[ ] Check cable identification where applicable. __J Follow approved LOTO and isolation procedures.

[ ] Confirm the destination equipment. Verify absence of voltage where required.

A label is a clue. It is not proof. The correct sequence is Label - Verify - Work.

Safety first: Electrical work should be performed only by qualified personnel following approved procedures, including lockout/tagout and verification of absence of voltage

where required.




